Emergency cerclage: a review.
The treatment of patients with cervical incompetence presenting with advanced cervical changes in the second trimester remains a challenge to every obstetrician. Cerclage operation may be the only hope for prolonging gestation until fetal viability is reached. A retrospective study on so-called emergency cervical cerclage in 20 patients with supposed cervical incompetence in the late second trimester is presented, together with a review of comparable studies published between 1980 and 1992. It is concluded that emergency cerclage can be of benefit, and that the pregnancy is saved in the majority of cases, although the incidence of complications, often due to infection, is high. Many patients require prolonged hospitalization or bed rest and few pregnancies reach full term. There is a particularly high rate of infectious complications and attention must be focused on preventing chorioamnionitis to improve the outcome of the procedure in the future.